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BANK OF GREECE

PRINTING WORKS DEPARTMENT


INVITATION TO TENDERERS No 401/2006
The Bank of Greece hereby invites tenderers to submit tenders in sealed envelopes for the supply of 220 tons of Lottery Tickets Paper.

Tenders and other documents required for participation in the tendering must reach the Bank of Greece, Printing Works Department, 341 Messogion Avenue, 152 31 Halandri, Athens, not later than 09.06.2006 in accordance with the terms and conditions stated below.

PART I. QUANTITIES AND SPECIFICATIONS

Article 1. Commodity and Quantity

220 tons of Lottery Tickets Paper in rolls free of mechanical pulp, proper for printing on web presses OFFSET and on LASER printer.

A 5% tolerance on the above quantity will be accepted upon delivery.

Article 2. Quality
2.1 General properties: 

· Paper will be resistant and completely clean on both sides, so as to avoid deposition of dust, lint and fluff during the printing process.

· Thickness will be uniform throughout the whole roll (thickness variation shall be (4%)

·  Paper will be free from optical bleaching agents and will be dull under UV lamp.

· The composition will be  100% bleached chemical pulp.

· The paper should be conditioned so as to avoid deformation during printing under  45-55% relative humidity.

· Of good runnability in web offset
2.2. Mechanical Properties

2.2.1 Grammage : 90 (4% grams per square meter. in accordance to the ISO 536

2.2.2 Minimum Tensile strength in accordance to the ISO 1924 

· Machine direction : 6,0 kg/cm .

· Cross direction : 3.0 kg/cm.

2.2.3. Minimum Tear Strength in accordance to the ISO 1974

Machine direction : 550 mN

Cross direction : 500 mN

2.3. Optical Properties

· Colour: slight yellowish as our sample and uniform, throughout the whole quantity. Color difference between paper and reference sample (ΔΕ) less than 2 in accordance with the ISO 7724.
· ISO Brightness more than 70% in accordance with the TAPPI  452 or ISO 2469
· Opacity more than 90 % in accordance with the  ISO 2471
2.4. Surface properties 

· Roughness less than 600 ml/min in accordance with the ISO 8791/2
· Flat surface  with uniform formation of fibres
· The paper will be calendared and free from spots and blemishes

· Specially treated so that it shall show satisfactory toner adhesion for our laser printer OCE 4000 DI. Particularly it must be proved that the delamination of the paper surface will be obvious after the performance of the Tape Pull Test or IGT oil test (according to the PR ENV 12283)
2.5.Chemical Properties

· Maximum ash content: 7% (ISO 2144)
· Minimum pH value of paper extracts:  5 (ISO 6588)

· Reactive against the following reagents, showing obvious colour change when treated, soaked or wetted with a drop of them :

· Acids ( weak and strong, hydrochloric, oxalic acid etc)

· Alkalis (weak and strong, NaOH, Na2CO3 etc)

· Oxidative reagents like  NaClO

· Polar solvents (ethanol etc)

· Pen erasers (set of oxidants, reductive , acidic agents ) like corrector

2.6. Security features

UV fibres 

The paper must contain fluorescent fibres in 2 colours, red and yellow, randomly distributed over the whole surface. The fibres must only be visible under UV light and must have:

· Minimum number: 20/dm2 per side of both colors

· Minimum length of fibres: 3 mm

· Resistant to the ageing due to the light (minimum value equal to 2 in accordance to the ISO 12040)

2.7. Certificates
The supplier must be ISO 9001: 2000 certified.

Article 3. Rolls

3.1 Dimensions
Width: 500 mm. 

Diameter: 950 mm - 1.000 mm.

3.2 Core
Inner diameter: 75 mm.

3.3 Condition of the rolls
Rolls will be completely cylindrical and well tightened. Tension will be uniform throughout the width of each roll.

3.4 Condition of the paper in rolls
Paper will be continuous without stitches-connections. If though some of the rolls have stitches-connections, these will be marked on both sides of the roll with coloured pen. Additionally, paper will be connected with coloured one-sided stickers.

Article 4. Packaging

Rolls must be packaged, one by one, in a way that will ensure quality and protection of the paper against dampness during transportation and storing. The winding direction of the paper must be marked with a shift on the wrapper of each roll.

PART II. TESTING AND ACCEPTANCE OF PAPER.

Article 5.  Testing

5.1 The supplier should issue a certificate of test for each partial delivery.

A copy of this certificate is necessary for the quality acceptance of the paper and should be sent to the Bank of Greece, Printing Works Department, 341 Messogion Avenue, 152 31 Halandri, Athens, in due time.

5.2 Laboratory tests
After arrival of the paper at the warehouse of the Printing Works Department (Halandri, Athens), random samples thereof shall undergo will be tested on the Paper Laboratory of the Works.

5.3 Printability tests
10 rolls, at least, of paper will be tested, for its printability, on the web printing presses of the Bank of Greece.

Article 6. Acceptance of paper

The final acceptance of the paper will be made when both laboratory and printing tests results are in accordance with the technical specifications stated herein.

Final acceptance will be effected within two (2) months from the day of the arrival of goods in the warehouses of the Printing Works Department, at Halandri Athens.

Article 7. Quantities with defects - rejections

7.1 Quantities of paper with defects shall be rejected and cause the sales of the said quantities to be reversed, unless the supplier offers a price reduction on the defective quantities and the Bank accepts them at the reduced price.

7.2 Quantities of paper rejected after printing shall be destroyed, whereas those rejected prior to printing shall be kept in the Works’ warehouse in Halandri, Athens, at the disposal of the supplier who, on his own account and at his own risk, shall be required to remove them at his own expense within one month of being so notified. Should the supplier fail to do so, the rejected unprinted paper shall come under the Bank’s ownership at no cost.

Article 8. Quantities rejected

8.1 Quantities of paper rejected under Article 7 above shall be replaced by the supplier, unless the Bank of Greece instructs otherwise.

8.2 Replacement shall be effected at the supplier's expense within one month of its being so notified by the Bank of Greece, the supplier being also obliged to remove the quantities of rejected paper. Otherwise, the value thereof shall be withheld by the Bank of Greece out of the supplier's good performance bond.

PART III. FINANCIAL TERMS
Article 9. Tenders

9.1 Tenders shall be submitted in English or in Greek, in accordance with Article 15.

9.2 Tenders shall be binding upon the respective tenderers for a period of sixty days, at least, from the expiry of the time- limit for the submittal of tenders.

9.3 Tenders received by the Bank of Greece at Halandri after the deadline set for their submittal, shall not be taken into consideration. No counter offer, amendment, modification or correction of original tenders shall be permitted after submission thereof. The Bank may request clarifications concerning tenders submitted within the stated time- limit.

9.4 The submittal of a tender implies ipso facto that the tenderer accepts all the terms and conditions stated herein, except those which the tenderer expressly and clearly rejects or modifies.

9.5 It is mandatory for tenders to state the country of origin of the paper to be supplied thereunder; otherwise, they shall not be accepted.

ARTICLE 10. Right to award contract or reject tenders

10.1 The Bank of Greece, within the above-mentioned time limit of sixty days, will proceed to an evaluation of all tenders submitted thereto and to the award of the contract for the supply of Lottery Tickets paper hereunder.

10.2 The Bank of Greece, in view of overall conditions, shall have the right to award the contract to any tenderer whose tender, in the Bank's absolute judgement, is the most advantageous to the Bank.

10.3 The Bank of Greece reserves the right to award the contract partially to more than one supplier.

10.4 The Bank of Greece reserves the right not to award the contract and to repeat the tendering. The tendering and all rights thereunder are subject to the condition that the Bank has not cancelled the tendering prior to the award of the contract.

Article 11. Prices

11.1 Tenders shall quote prices per kilo of Lottery Tickets paper for delivery C+F   Piraeus or Athens or in our warehouse.

11.2 Prices quoted as above shall be expressed in Euro for delivery C+F Piraeus or Athens. Payment shall be made in accordance with the provisions of Article 12 hereinafter.

11.3 Quoted prices shall remain unchanged throughout the duration of the contract and no change thereof shall be admissible because of an increase in the cost of raw materials, labour or for any other reason whatsoever.

11.4 Prices shall cover the value of Lottery Tickets paper packed as specified   herein.

Freight charges shall also be separately stated.

Article 12. Payment

12.1 Payment shall be made according to the relative invoice,  in Euro, 80 per cent cash against shipping documents and 20 per cent upon final acceptance of  the paper.

12.2 The following shipping documents shall be forwarded for collection to the Bank of Greece-Printing Works Department, 341 Messogion Avenue, 152 31 Halandri, Athens, Greece. The shipping documents should be issued to the name of "Bank of Greece- Printing Works Department".

a. A clean bill of lading to the order of the Bank of Greece, for an actual shipment by sea or land, freight prepaid, in two originals.

b. A certificate of origin duplicate.

c. A packing list in two copies.

d. The original plus two copies of the supplier's invoice,

wherein the value of the paper.

e. A certificate of free circulation for goods coming from EE member countries, or similar certificate, if there is one, for goods coming from other countries.

f. A telefax stating the port of shipments and the name of the ship or the numbers of the trucks, the date of shipment, the number of cases shipped, the markings and numbers on the cases, the gross and net weight of the paper, and the value of the shipment.

Shipping documents may be sent directly to the Bank of Greece by the supplier, which shall state the name and address of the bank to which the value of the merchandise should be remitted.

Article 13. Time of delivery

13.1 Tenders shall state the time of delivery of the paper, which should be the soonest possible.

13.2 The length of time required for delivery shall be reckoned from the date on which the Bank of Greece advised the supplier that it has been awarded the contract. The term "delivery" shall be understood to mean the date on which the shipment was actually made.

13.3 Partial deliveries are permissible provided that the last one takes place not later than the time of delivery stated in the tender.

Article 14. Shipments

Shipments shall be made within the time limits stated in the tender. If the paper is conveyed by sea, use of a foreign vessel will be permitted only if a Greek-owned ship is not available at the time of shipment. In either case, the ship owner shall be a company in good standing in the world of shipping. The port of destination shall be the port of Piraeus, Greece. Transhipment shall not be permissible, unless specifically authorised by the Bank of Greece.

Article 15. Documents Required for participation in the tendering

15.1 To be able to participate in the tendering, tenderers are required to send the following documents by registered post to the Bank of Greece, Printing Works Department, 341 Messogion Avenue, Halandri, 152 31 Athens, in a separate sealed envelope bearing the inscription:

"Documents for participation in the tendering under the invitation to tenderers No 401/2006".

a. A duly signed statement to the effect that the firm submitting the tender is fully aware of the terms and conditions stated herein.

b. A letter of guarantee from a recognised Greek or foreign bank, in an amount equal to five per cent of the total value of paper to be supplied according to the tender, as a participation bond (see form No 1 attached hereto).

Participation bonds are returned to unsuccessful tenderers directly after the award of the contract to the successful tenderer, which shall receive its own participation bond as soon as it deposits a good performance bond.

15.2 The tender for the supply of Lottery Tickets paper hereunder, together with proforma invoices in connection therewith, shall be sent to the Bank of Greece, Printing Works Department, 341 Messoghion Avenue, Chalandri, 152 31 Athens, at the same time as the above mentioned participation documents, in a sealed envelope bearing the inscription: "Tender for the supply of Lottery Tickets paper under the invitation to tenderers No 401/2006".

Article 16. Bonds - Guarantees

16.1 The bonds required hereunder, which shall be worded substantially according to the forms attached hereto, are as follows:

a. Participation Bond (see form No 1)

For details concerning this bond, please refer to Article 15 hereinabove.

b. Good Performance Bond (see form No 2)
This bond, in an amount equal to ten per cent of the total value of paper to be supplied hereunder, shall be deposited within ten days of the date on which the successful tenderer is advised that it has been awarded the contract, as per Article 17 hereof. The good performance bond shall be returned to the supplier after the final quantitative and qualitative acceptance, of the entire quantity of paper supplied hereunder.

The guarantee forfeits, as well, on the whole or in part, in any case that qualitative problems a raised and ascertained by the Bank, even if the Bank does not consider necessary the return and replacement of the paper.

16.2 The tenderer guarantees that he is the owner and/or the lawful user of any patent, scientific or technical information, knowledge and methods used directly or indirectly and/or implied with materials provided to the Bank, as well as of any other intellectual or industrial property rights relating to said materials.

    The supplier shall indemnify and hold the Bank harmless of any claims brought or any judgement issued against the supplier of the Bank or any user of the Greek banknotes based upon an infringement of any patent rights or any other intellectual or industrial property rights held by a third party.

      In the event of an action, suit or proceedings brought by any person, firm or corporation against the Bank or any user of the lottery ticket, based on such infringement, the Bank shall give prompt notice in writing to the supplier.

   The supplier will intervene in court assuming responsibility for defending such claim, will reimburse to the Bank (i) any expense of the Bank in connection with such litigation, irrespective of its outcome, including termination thereof by compromise, and (ii) any sum that the Bank may be held liable to pay to the claimant for capital, interest and expenses by virtue of a final or provisionally enforceable judgement and will indemnify the Bank in respect of any other loss or injury incurred as a result of such litigation.

   The supplier will also promptly pay to the Bank the amount of the guarantee the latter may have to pay in order to avoid execution of a provisionally enforceable judgement.

    If any litigation related to the said rights were to arise, the guarantee of proper execution of this contract will remain with the Bank and its duration shall be extended until the irrevocable termination of such litigation and the full reimbursement by the supplier for any cost and injury incurred by the Bank as a result of such litigation.

Article 17. Award of Contract to be announced

17.1 The award of the contract will be announced to the successful tenderer by the Bank of Greece through a telex or telefax to that effect, to be followed by a confirmatory letter.

17.2 Within ten days of being notified of the award of the contract, the supplier shall deposit the good performance bond required according to Article 16 hereinabove.

Article 18. Supplier's default

In the event that the supplier, upon being invited to do so, fails to deposit the required good performance bond or to deliver the agreed quantity of paper within the time limits set thereof, the supplier shall incur the following consequences, either cumulatively or disjunctively:

a. Forfeiture of all rights under the contract.

b. Forfeiture of the participation bond and repetition of the tendering at the supplier's expense.

c. Procurement of the paper at the supplier's expense, from one of the other participants in the same tendering.

d. Payment of any difference that may arise between the contract price and the price paid by the Bank of Greece to another supplier, whether a participant or not in the tendering hereunder, as well as indemnification of the Bank for any other loss it may have incurred in connection herewith.

Article 19. Liquidated damages

19.1 Having accepted the contract, the supplier shall assume responsibility towards the Bank of Greece regarding the time of delivery of paper hereunder. The supplier shall be considered to be in default, without notice or justification, upon the lapse of the last day of the time- limit-for partial deliveries or for the delivery of the entire quantity of paper respectively-without the supplier having actually made a shipment.

19.2 If the initial quantities or those forwarded in replacement of rejected quantities are not shipped according to schedule, the following provisions regarding liquidated damages shall apply:

a. Shipments delayed for not more than half of the contractual time of delivery: 0,05 per cent per day.

b. Shipments delayed for more than half and up to the full length of the contractual time of delivery: 0,07 per cent per day.

c. Shipments delayed for more than the contractual time of delivery: 0,08 per cent per day.

19.3 The above percentages shall be reckoned on the total value of the delayed shipment.

19.4 Liquidated damages on account of the supplier's default in making due and proper shipments shall be collected through the deduction of an equal amount from the total sum of money to which the supplier is entitled under the contract. If this is not possible and the supplier refuses or is reluctant to pay liquidated damages, these shall be collected on the Bank's written instructions out of the good performance bond.

19.5 In addition to liquidated damages, the Bank of Greece shall be entitled to claim indemnity for all losses incurred as a result of delayed shipments.

Article 20. Termination of the contract by the Bank of Greece 

Should the supplier violate any term of the contract, the Bank of Greece reserves the right, irrespective of the rights conferred upon it under other articles hereof or under law, to terminate the contract, to collect the good performance bond, regardless of whether or not it exercises its right to terminate the contract, and to claim indemnity for all losses incurred.

Article 21. Force majeure

21.1 In the event of force majeure, the burden of proof shall be borne solely and exclusively by the supplier.

21.2 If the supplier fails to report in writing, within ten days of the occurrence thereof, any event of force majeure, which has prevented the partial or total fulfilment of the contract, it shall be construed as a waiver of the right to claim force majeure.

Article 22. Court of competent jurisdiction

In all matters pertaining to the present invitation to tenderers the contract to be signed thereunder or the letters to be exchanged in lieu of a contract, the supplier shall submit to the jurisdiction of the lawcourts of Athens, Greece in accordance with Greek law. 

Article 23. Text of contract

The text of the contract or of letters exchanged in lieu thereof shall be the governing text and shall predominate over every other text, which may be issued (invitation to tenderers, tender etc.), barring obvious errors or oversights in general.

  Halandri, 12/05/2006

    Anast.Chr. Vassiladiotis

            Director

Attached: 2 forms of bonds

FORM No 1
P A R T I C I P A T I O N   B O N D
We hereby irrevocably and unreservedly bind ourselves to stand surety, as principal debtors, in favour of............., in an amount not exceeding................................, for the participation of same in the tendering announced through the Invitation to Tenderers No 401/2006, with the terms and conditions of which we are familiar, for the supply of 220 tons of Lottery Tickets paper.

The aforementioned amount represents five per cent of the total C+F value of the paper to be supplied by the firm in whose favour this bond has been issued. The said amount shall be kept at your free and absolute disposal and we hereby undertake to pay the same to your goodselves, without negligence, pretext, objection or exception, solely upon receipt of your statement that.............................has failed to comply with the terms of its tender and of the aforesaid Invitation to Tenderers regarding participation in the tendering thereunder. Also, we hereby declare that we shall not be entitled to investigate the reason or cause or legality of your claim to the sum of money stated above, not to request a court judgement on the objection, if any, raised by.......................... and we hereby waive any and all such rights, including the benefit of discussion.

Our obligations hereunder shall remain in effect until such time as the present participation bond is returned to us. In the event, however, that the contract is awarded to the firm hereinabove stated, this bond shall remain valid until it is replaced by a good performance bond relating to the contract to be signed or the letters to be exchanged in lieu thereof.

This bond, as well as all obligations arising therefrom, shall be governed by the laws of Greece and any disputes in connection herewith shall come under the jurisdiction of the lawcourts of Athens, Greece.

 (Name, address and authorised

signature of the bank making

this bond.)

FORM No 2
G O O D   P E R F O R M A N C E   B O N D
We hereby irrevocably and unreservedly bind ourselves to stand surety, as principal debtors, in favour of..............., in an amount not exceeding........................................... for the good and timely performance of the contract dated -...................... or of the letters exchanged in lieu thereof, for the supply of 220 tons of Lottery Tickets paper.

The documents attached to the contract, with which we are fully familiar, constitute an integral part thereof.

The aforementioned amount of..................represents ten per cent of the total C+F value of the paper to be procured by you from the aforesaid supplier. The said amount shall be kept at your free and absolute disposal and we hereby unreservedly undertake to pay the same in part or in whole to your goodselves, without negligence, pretext, objection or exception, solely upon receipt of your statement that -............ has failed to perform or to perform properly the task undertaken thereby and generally to comply with all or some of the terms of the contract or of the letters exchanged in lieu thereof. Also, we hereby declare that we shall not be entitled to investigate the reason or cause or legality of your claim to the sum of money hereinabove stated, nor to request a court judgement, while in the event of an objection raised by the supplier, we hereby waive any and all such rights, including the benefit of discussion.

We therefore declare hereby that, in connection with the present bond, we wish to be considered released therefrom only in the event of receipt of your notice in writing and of the return of this bond to us.

This bond, as well as all obligations arising therefrom, shall be governed by the laws of Greece and any disputes in connection herewith shall come under the jurisdiction of the lawcourts of Athens, Greece.

(Name address and authorised

signature of the bank making

this bond.)
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