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It is widely accepted that regional developments, both in the economic field and elsewhere, are of 

increasing significance for the making and realization of plans as well as decision-making both in the 

public / collective sphere and in the private / individual sphere.                                                          For

this reason, it is particularly important to collect, process and present (without significant time lags) 

statistical series pertaining to regional economic conditions, i.e. data which are more spatially specific 

than the statistical series already available at the national level. 

This bimonthly publication by the Thessaloniki branch of the Bank of Greece represents a 

contribution to this effort and underlines the Bank’s interest in regional economic developments.  It 

should be noted that since the spring of 1997, the Bank has been publishing the monthly Bulletin of 

Conjunctural Indicators containing national level data.  Publications of this nature are a well-established 

activity of other European central banks. 

The conjunctural data are presented  in a concise and consistent form.  The information is as recent, 

reliable and immediately usable as possible and can be employed to reach certain preliminary 

conclusions regarding economic activity in the wider northern Greek region.  At present the publication 

is relatively limited in scope.  However, it is intended that new series, as detailed as possible at each 

stage and aimed at providing additional and more specialized economic information, be added in the 

future.  To this end, the Bank is also cooperating with the Foundation of Economic and Industrial 

Research (FEIR) and, beginning with the third issue of the Bulletin, the publication of a set of 

conjunctural indicators reflecting the estimates and expectations of manufacturing enterprises in 

Macedonia and Thrace has already begun. In the same context and aiming at a more detailed reference 

to the economic conjuncture of Thrace, as of issue 36-37 a series of additional indices concerning this 

very region is included in the Bulletin.  Also, due to disruptions encountered in the flow of data, those 

tourist activity tables that are out of date are removed from the Bulletin and shall be included again as 

soon as such problems are dealt with. 

In addition to a general description of economic conditions in Macedonia and Thrace, the ultimate 

objective of this publication is to facilitate the detection and appraisal of any short-term changes and to 

highlight important trends in the regional economy and its prospects for the future.  The information 

provided will be useful not only to academics engaged in monitoring and assessing regional economic 

conditions,  but also to those involved in economic -and entrepreneurial- decision-making, to the extent 

that such decision-making relies on both a description of current conditions and an assessment of the 

short-to-medium-term prospects of the regional economy. 

Because of the adoption of the single currency, as of January 2001 monetary values are 

expressed in euros. 
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TABLES OF 
ECONOMIC  CONJUNCTURE  INDICATORS 
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